PAPER WINGS by Linda Sargent (Published by Omnes Publishing February 2010)
“Promise,” he said. It was as if Gabriel, like them, might get into trouble with the grown-ups and needed the same kind of protection as any other of their friends. Suddenly, Gabriel moved, walking off so fast that within seconds he could have been just another shifting pattern caught somewhere between light and dark as the late afternoon sun fingered its way between the tree tops.
A Kentish woodland; hot, endless days of summer; a strange and touching friendship...

Ruby and Peter think of the woods as their own: a place for adventure, for plans and projects, for secrets. But when Ruby is hurt in an accident, they find that a stranger is hiding there: Gabriel, a man haunted by wartime guilt and by the loss of ideals. Soon an alliance is formed – but others are watching, and the children unwittingly provoke long-held resentments, bringing themselves and Gabriel into danger.

Atmospheric and beautifully realised, Paper Wings is a grown-up story about childhood, bringing innocence and experience into dramatic conflict.

Linda Sargent, a farm worker’s daughter, was born and brought up in Kent during the nineteen fifties. At the age of twelve she became severely ill with the chronic condition of Still’s Disease, more commonly known as Rheumatoid Arthritis. Since 1988 she has lived and worked in Oxfordshire. Paper Wings, with its beautiful cover by the talented Hannah Firmin, is her first published novel.
In 1998 she won The Oxford Times’ short story competition. She has had short stories, poems, reviews and articles published in magazines and collections, including children’s stories in: What’s Cool About School?, Give Me Some Space! and Lines in the Sand.  She was storyteller and co-author of Salama and the Cave of Stars, in the project, Science and the Story at Oxford’s Natural History Museum and the Pitt Rivers Museum in 2005; and also reminiscence/writing facilitator at the Botanic Garden, during that year, as part of the Big Draw National Drawing Campaign. She is the author of Words and Wings, a training guide to creative reminiscence work, and contributor to The Handbook of Creative Writing. For more details see website: http://www.lindasargent.co.uk
She can be contacted at email: lindasargent@lindasargent.co.uk 
Review by Adele Geras: “The writing is both direct and poetic. Reading this short novel, you’ll be reminded at different times of fairy tales, or traditional folk stories, or even writers like Robert Westall and David Almond, but Sargent has her own very distinctive voice and it’s one that deserves to be heard”. Read the full review at awfullybigblogadventure.blogspot.com
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